THE  SUN  AND   THE  SERPENT

More than one of these Kshatriya tribes appear
to have been known by several different names.
Some of these may, as already noted, have been
mere epithets applied to them by their bards or
by their neighbours, while others were perhaps
adopted by offshoots from the main stem. ;

The Takhas, or Kathas, as we have seen, were
not called by those names in the epic poems, but
were known as Bahlikas. The powerful Puara,
or Pramaras, also, were not mentioned under
either of these names in the Mahabharata.

The dominions of the Puars extended from
the Indus to the Jumna, and even beyond. And
it appears probable that the Indian rajas, who
opposed the Greeks, and were called Porus by
the chroniclers of Alexander's expedition, and
Phur by Ferishta and other historians, belonged
to this powerful tribe.

By the historians of Alexander two contem-
porary chiefs were called Porus, and these were
related to each other. It would seem, there-
fore, that this was a tribal, or racial, and not
a personal name.

Ferishta says, too, that Phur was raja of
Kather, or Kamaon/ which, according to the
bards, was included in the Puar dominions.3

Mr. Grierson has lately drawn attentionto   the

1  Ferishta, Briggs, Ixxiii.

a   " Annals of Rajasthan," i. 92.
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